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The National Department of Environmental Affairs is organising a spectacular expo as part 

of COP17 / CMP7 to bring to life a tangible way in which South Africa and other countries 

should be responding to climate change adaptation and mitigation. Apart from the riveting 

array of exhibitions and side-events, the way in which the Climate Change Response Expo 

(CCR Expo) has been organised showcases a variety of sustainable options to consider in 

an event of this nature. COP17 / CMP7 aims to be a low carbon event based on sound 

event greening principles and some of the highlights around greening the CCR Expo are 

outlined below. 

Greening Guidelines and Responsible Exhibitor Charter 
Event greening principles were included into the planning and preparation of the expo right 

from the start. This influenced the design of the expo, the procurement of goods and 

services, resource management and leaving a positive legacy. A responsible exhibitor 

charter was compiled, which exhibitors had to sign together with their formal contract.  This 

underpins the intention to ensure that the expo does not just showcase greening, but is 

implemented in a responsible manner with a focus on long-term sustainability.   

Exhibitors were also requested to provide motivation around their products or services to 

ensure that they comply with the strict criteria to showcase local eco solutions and initiatives. 

South Africa’s top ten flagship projects will be on show in the CCR Expo, and the mini 

beehive will also be on display in the outside space (with the full scale beehive at the 

Botanical Gardens). 

Green Design 
Right from the outset the organizing team aimed to incorporate thermal design and 

innovative features to reduce the energy consumption through using natural light and 

ventilation. A canopy will be made from Wild Banana Leaves and alien vegetation to provide 

shade across a large section of the expo where delegates can relax. After the event the 

gum-poles will be used to create structural supports in dune rehabilitation projects along the 

east coast, while the leaves will be composted. 

Eco Procurement 
A large focus was on the procurement of environmentally friendly goods and services, as 

well as supplying environmentally friendly products to exhibitors, such as bamboo pull up 

banners and chloride free removable vinyl.  The networking marquees will be soundproofed 

with an exciting new environmentally friendly sound proof board that was sourced for the 

event, while the cleaning company has committed to using only environmentally rated 

cleaning products. Furthermore, keeping in line with the greening principle of sourcing 

everything locally, the organisers are using as many local suppliers as possible. Throughout 

the process environmental specifications were included into the terms of reference to ensure 

that the highest quality products and services are provided. 

Green Exhibitions 
Standard exhibition stands are not very energy efficient however the organisers have 

provided all exhibitors with the option to have a “green stand package”. This includes LED 
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lighting, reusable fabric branding and biodegradable carpeting. All other elements of the 

shell scheme – the aluminium frames, boards and furnishings, are reusable products 

supplied locally.   

Waste Management 
A large focus is placed on waste management, with the first aim to reduce waste generated 

at the event. Where possible re-usable items are used instead of disposable items and for 

this reason bottled water has been banned from the Expo and replaced with water coolers. 

Recycling of consumer waste is encouraged through the implementation of a twin-bin 

system throughout the Expo. On-site waste management staff will sort recyclables into the 

different waste streams (paper, plastic, aluminium tin cans and cardboard) for removal. A 

demonstration recycling area has been set up where visitors can see how the waste is 

sorted.  

Additional bins for biodegradable waste will be made available in the food areas and later 

used for compost. The organic waste will go to an onsite worm farm and used for 

composting. The kitchens will also receive additional composting bins for their biodegradable 

waste back of house. 

Waste Re-use is being promoted by diverting unneeded branded substrates after the Expo 

to Woza Moya, a project at Hillcrest AIDS Centre Trust where they are creatively re-crafted 

into various products by people affected / infected with HIV/AIDs. This project not only 

provides training in crafting, but also results in job creation as the products can then be sold 

to generate an income. 

The food vendors are working with the FoodBank, the local food redistribution organization, 

to ensure that uneaten food can be redistributed to those in need. 

Energy Efficiency 
Power supply to the venue has been quite a challenge and thus a big effort was placed on 

energy efficiency as an integral part of the planning and implementation. The Wild Banana 

Leaf canopy should reduce the need for air-conditioning, while energy efficient lighting is 

provided where practical. All the back-up generators will run on biodiesel (B50) sourced from 

used cooking oil. Live monitoring will also be provided on-site and used to calculate the 

footprint of the event. A demonstration PV Tracker will be placed at the transport hub and 

will also provide energy to the expo for general consumption. 

Water Management 
Visitors to the Expo will be encouraged to drink Durban’s Blue Drop certified potable water, 

as there will be no bottled water sold at the CCR Expo. There will be water coolers 

throughout the venue, with cool, clean drinking water filled from the taps. Plastic cups will be 

provided at the coolers and recycled through the on-site waste management system 

however participants are encouraged to use water bottles instead of disposable cups. Water 

conservation messages focus on the importance of water, water scarcity and that 

eThekwini’s water is safe to drink. 

Rainwater harvesting is being promoted through the installation of ten rainwater tanks and 

guttering to redirect water to these tanks. The rainwater will be used to water the CCR expo 

plant landscape. 
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Sanitation 
Alternative sanitation solutions were explored, however due to the number of people 

expected over such as short time the best option was to reduce the amount of chemicals 

associated with portable toilets. The eThekwini Municipality has container toilets that will 

connect to an existing sewerage line and procured additional mobile toilets that don’t use 

formaldehyde. Furthermore, some of these mobile toilets will also feature waterless urinals. 

Transport 
The Expo is situated right next to the transport hub to ensure efficiency and accessibility.  No 

private vehicle parking is provided to encourage the use of public transport or the park-and-

ride system.  Information will also be provided about the provision of bicycles to rent and the 

establishment of the cycle routes to encourage visitors to use non-motorised transport. 

Protecting and enhancing biodiversity 
All plants used at the Expo have been sourced locally and, after the event they will, with the 

assistance of the eThekwini Municipality’s Parks Department, be donated to disadvantaged 

schools. 

KZN biomes will be on display to raise awareness (wetland, woodland, grassland, forest, 

dune and river), while indigenous tree and river names were used for identification of venues 

at the Expo (Water Berry Willow, Forest Olive Tree, Fever Tree, White Stinkwood, Forest 

Mahogany and Quinine Trees). 

Communication and Education 
Throughout the process the suppliers and sub-contractors have been informed about the 

importance of event greening and what they can do to contribute. Presentations were given 

at the various stakeholder sessions and included into the exhibition manual to empower the 

exhibitors to make greener decisions as they plan for and then actually manage their 

exhibition space. An educational session was also held on-site with the different suppliers 

working at the venue to ensure that they are familiar with the recycling system, the reason 

for banning bottled water and the bigger picture around the importance of their actions in 

relation to resource management. 

A stand has been compiled to showcase how event greening principles were included into 

the Expo, with a map of where different initiatives can be seen. The stand will also provide 

information about the CEBA initiative and encourage visitors to off-set their environmental 

footprint.  University students (from the tourism and environmental departments) have been 

recruited to work at the CCR Expo. This is great experience and exposure for them, and they 

will be able to assist the visitors at the Expo. 

Schools tours have been organized through Earth Organisation that will educate children 

about recycling, and take them to visit the recycling centre.The CCR Expo is funding 

disadvantaged schools to take these tours, while more privileged schools can attend at their 

own cost. 

There will be six educational landscapes with different KZN biomes on display with a 

description of why they are important – wetland, woodland, grassland, forest, dune and river. 

The different spaces in the expo have been named after indigenous trees and local rivers, 

which will also be incorporated into the space. 
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Measuring and Evaluation 
Although the aim was to reduce the impact where possible, the overall eco footprint of the 

Expo is being measured to determine the impact and make recommendations for future 

events. Live energy monitoring is being done, while the waste and recyclables will be 

measured daily and water consumption will also be measured. This will be included into the 

final COP17 Sustainability Report. 

The Green Stand Awards will give recognition to the organizations that took environmental 

principles into consideration for the design, structure and communication of their stands in 

five categories. An awards evening is being planned to hand out the certificates and give 

recognition to those exhibitors who have really taken the Responsible Exhibitor Charter to 

heart. 

Legacy 
The legacy of the Expo is demonstrated through a variety of ways that reflect local economic 

development and social cohesion. As an example unemployed women from local 

communities will undertake the cleaning of the Expo. They have received training to enable 

them to earn money and acquire work experience 

during COP17. 

A variety of items that have been procured for the 

Expo will be re-distributed to public institutions 

after the event to ensure that they are used 

effectively rather than disposed of. This includes 

wheelie bins, branded recycling bins, carpeting, 

plants and the worm farm. The food garden that 

will be on display at the Expo will be donated to a 

local orphanage, which will receive on-going 

support from the service provider to ensure that 

their food garden is successful.   

 

The Scan Interactive team minimized their 

environmental impact through a number of 

green practices, such as: using the Gautrain 

for travel between Pretoria and 

Johannesburg, car pooling, limiting flights 

and rather using Skype for l ink up’s when 

possible, as well as  promoting green office 

practices such as using triple green paper 

and double sided printing. They wil l  also be 

offsetting their own carbon footprint 

through starting initiatives,  such as 

install ing LED lighting and solar water 

heaters at their offices.  


